
Ronald "Ron" Gordon Lilley
August 1, 1938 - June 25, 2025

Ronald Gordon Lilley, age 86, passed away peacefully, surrounded by his
children June 25, 2025. Born, August 1, 1938, in New Albany, Pennsylvania,
Ron was the son of Wayne and Gertrude Lilley. He graduated from Towanda
High School in 1956, served three and a half years in the United States Army
Security Division stationed in Germany. Ron then attended Lock Haven State
Teachers College in Pennsylvania and met his wife Sharon Watson. Upon
graduation, they moved to New York State and he began his career teaching
elementary education at Chenango Valley and Chenango Forks Central
schools. He completed his graduate work at the State University Colleges,
Oneonta and Oswego. He then moved to Walton, NY where he accepted a job
as a Curriculum Coordinator. One year later he returned to Chenango Forks
and spent the next 23 years in the district in various positions including
Assistant Principal, Principal, Director of Special Education, Assistant
Superintendent and retiring as the Superintendent in 1993. 

 

Ron’s larger then life personality, infectious laugh and generous nature made
those who knew him love him. He could fill a room with his boisterous voice
which was ideal for both calling bingo and telling stories. He had a competitive
spirit which often showed with his love for cards and games. He was as a
distinguished Lieutenant Governor of Kiwanis International and was a Lifetime
Member of the VFW in Bellview, Florida. Ron proudly served as a member of
the Honor Guard for thirty years, president of his communities Veteran’s club



and recently completed Mission 65 of the Villages Honor Flight program to
Washington, DC. Ron was also a faithful member of Trinity Lutheran Church
serving as an Elder, schedule coordinator and Eucharist minister over the
years. 

Ron enjoyed traveling with his wife, singing, hunting, and was an avid golfer
playing for many years in the PGA Tour’s Pro-Am at the BC Open in Endicott,
New York. He especially enjoyed spending time with his children,
grandchildren and great grandchildren in Texas and North Carolina. 

He was preceded in death by his mother and father, his brothers, Robert and
Sam, his sister, Jeanette, and his wife of 60 years, Sharon, the love of his life
whom he has missed so intensely the past 5 years. 
Ron is survived by his children, Kevin Lilley and wife, Tina, of Durham, NC,
daughter, Lisa Paul, and husband, Mike, of The Colony, TX, daughter, Corinne
Gutosky, and husband, Joe, of Kernersville, NC. He also leaves behind five
grandchildren; Zach Paul (wife Chrissy), Nicole Fazakerly (husband Bryan),
Tyler Gutosky (wife Lana), Hannah Gutosky and Brendan Lilley and three
great grandchildren, Peyton, Breck and Skylar Paul, with great grandson
Fazakerly expected in December. 

 

Arrangements are being handled by Roberts of Ocala Funerals & Cremations,
Ocala, Florida. Contributions in honor of his memory may be made to Trinity
Lutheran Church, Summerfield, Florida. A Memorial Service will be held at
Trinity Lutheran Church on July 14, 2025 at 10:00am. Followed by a Military
Service at his final resting place Florida National Cemetery in Bushnell at 1:30
pm.



Previous Events

Memorial Service

JUL 14. 10:00 AM (ET)

Trinity Lutheran Church
17330 US Highway 441
Summerfield, FL 34491

Graveside Service with Military Honors

JUL 14. 1:30 PM.

Florida National Cemetery
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The Hartigan Family - July 11, 2025 at 11:12 PM

The Hartigan Family planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Ronald "Ron"
Gordon Lilley.

The Hartigan Family - July 11, 2025 at 11:12 PM

The Hartigan Family purchased the Sacred Duty
Spray for the family of Ronald "Ron" Gordon
Lilley.

Rebecca Hartigan - July 11, 2025 at 11:00 PM

Brendan, myself, and Pádraig send our love prayers to the entire
Lilley family. What a life he lived and such a spirit of service to
community. We are so blessed to be friends with the Lilley family -
may his memory and love bring you comfort and peace.

Dorothy & Wallace Benjamin - July 06, 2025 at 02:22 PM

Our prayers are with Ron's family as they go through this difficult
time. Ron was a terrific principal for Chenango Forks. Both of our
sons thought he was the best! God Bless you all. 
Dottie & Wally Benjamin

https://www.robertsfunerals.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1468&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.robertsfunerals.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1468&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.robertsfunerals.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1468&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Marian Ricker Hamlin - July 05, 2025 at 07:06 PM

Ron was the best principal I ever worked for, and I've had a few. 
 I think Jane and Mike Stebela's tribute is SO on target! 

 Ron's obituary indicates his similar service after retirement! 
 Yes, dear Ron, rest in peace.

Joe and Sandy Gutosky - July 03, 2025 at 04:17 PM

Joe and Sandy Gutosky purchased the Be My Lo
ve Bouquet with Red Roses for the family of
Ronald "Ron" Gordon Lilley.

Mike and Jane Stebela - June 30, 2025 at 08:52 PM

Mike and I join many others in offering our sincere condolences to
the Lilley family. He was a fair and honorable principal who stood
with his faculty and staff. May he rest in peace until it's time to play
a round of golf again!

The Valada family - June 30, 2025 at 06:39 PM

The Valada family planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Ronald "Ron"
Gordon Lilley.
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The Valada family - June 30, 2025 at 06:39 PM

The Valada family purchased the Fiery Lily and R
ose for the family of Ronald "Ron" Gordon Lilley.

https://www.robertsfunerals.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4204&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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