
Kathleen Long
December 6, 1955 - July 16, 2014

Kathleen Marie Long, age 58, passed away among close family members at
Munroe Regional Medical Center in Ocala Florida, the morning of July 16th,
2014. "Kathy," as she was fondly referred to, was born in Kalamazoo Michigan
on December 6th, 1955, to the late Donald Lyle Keegan Sr. and Ione Unice
(Newlun) Keegan. She had five siblings, Allen, Donald Jr, James, Phillip, and
Deborah.Kathleen graduated from Msgr John R. Hackett Catholic Central
High School in 1974, and continued her education at the University of
Maryland, where she achieved a Bachelor's Degree of Science and Nursing in
1978, being subsequently commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in the Army
Nurse Corpse. Kathleen served as an active duty officer in the United States
Army for ten years, attaining the rank of Major and earning multiple awards for
distinguised service. After serving in the US Army Reserves for an additional
four years, she recieved an honorable discharge to further pursue her career
in nursing, which remained her passionately fulfilled occupation for the last
tweny-two years.On August 15th, 1987, Kathleen married Timothy M. Long,
who would be the love of her life and closest companion for twenty-seven
years. In addition to her husband, Kathleen is survived by her two children,
Christopher Keegan and Caitlin Elizabeth, as well as five step-children,
Jonathan, Coreen, Leaca, Timothy, and Matthew. She was also blessed with
ten grandchildren, Corbin Michael being her youngest, and several neices and
nephews. While she was preceded in death by Donald Jr and James Keegan,
she is still survived by three siblings and her siblings' spouses, Allen and



Judith Keegan, Phillip and Sharon Keegan, Wilma (married to James
Keegan), Kay (married to Donald Keegan Jr.), and Deborah (Keegan)
Millek.Visitation services for Kathleen will take place at the Bruce Chapel East
in Ocala, Florida, 3-6pm on July 19 ,2014. A funeral mass will be held at
11:30am on Monday, July 21st, 2014, at the Blessed Trinity Catholic Church in
Ocala, Florida. Her final resting place will be located in the Florida National
Cemetary at Bushnell, Florida. Kathleen's services and burial have been
graciously organized by the Roberts Funeral Homes of Ocala,
Florida.Throughout her life, Kathleen was renowned for her intellect and her
inspiring enthusiasm for learning, which were often expressed through her
love for reading and travel. She also devoted herself to remaining vibrantly
involved in the lives of her family and especially her children, creating fond
memories through her several years as a Boy Scout troop leader and many
travelling vacations, which she loved to capture through photographs. While
Kathleen will be remembered for her inspiring ability to love passionately and
give generously, she will certainly be remembered for her ambition for
adventure. Summing up both her love of travel and exemplifying her
memorable personality through a quote in a personal journal, she wrote, "It's
more than just travel- it's about the rewards of risk taking, living, feeling,
learning, and loving."
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Stephanie Kozar-Watson - July 28, 2014 at 12:00 AM

I first met Kathy in 2nd grade at St. A. We were classmates all the
way through until we graduated from high school. We recently
reconnected on Facebook and saw each other when we both
traveled back to Kalamazoo for our high school reunion. I was so
amazed and impressed by her strength and attitude!! I see by all the
posts on her Facebook page what a wonderful and special person
she was to all of her friends and family. I am grateful that we
reconnected recently and I am so sorry for your loss. My thoughts
and prayers are with you. Stephanie Kozar- Watson

Margaret Knapp-Fleckenstein "Pink" - July 21, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Kathy, your legend lives on. As a wife, mother, grandmother, sister,
aunt, and cousin, a co-worker, nurse and a friend, you've touched
our lives. You are the inspiration we need. Thank you for being you!

Sandy Klein - July 18, 2014 at 12:00 AM

I am very saddened by this. She always smiled and gave to others
no matter what she was going through. She was an inspiration. One
of my fondest memories of working with Kathy was while she was
as busy as could be she always whistled. RIP Kathy after a life well
done!! You will be missed.

Amy Long - July 18, 2014 at 12:00 AM
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Baziliza Miranda - July 18, 2014 at 12:00 AM
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Esther Dubbeld Hawkins - July 18, 2014 at 12:00 AM

I'm so sorry about Kathy's passing. I've known her since
Kindergarten and we've kept in touch sporadically. We met for the
last time in June, while she was visiting Michigan. It's bittersweet
remembering the time we talked. Praying for Tim, Chris and Caitlin
as well as her siblings. May God bless you all with His peace and
strength.


