
Gilmary "Pickle" Stoney
Meffert
October 28, 1954 - August 6, 2024

Gilmary “Pickle” Stoney Meffert, 69, of Ocala, Florida, passed away
surrounded by her children on August 6 ,2024. She was born October 28,
1954, to the late Gil and Lottie Stoney. 
Pickle is preceded in death by her husband, Mike Meffert, and her son, Jacob.
She leaves behind her children, John Meffert (Jill), Jordan Surdam (Shannon),
Jennifer Meffert, and stepson, Todd Young (Shannon). Pickle was also the
best Gee Gee to her grandchildren, Reese, John, Dane, and Paige. 
Pickle was raised in Crystal River, Florida. She spent many summers
swimming in the springs and made memories in her family’s restaurant, The
Green Tavern. Pickle was proud to be a Crystal River Pirate, graduating from
Crystal River High School in 1972. She loved sharing stories of her time as a
majorette and a cheerleader. She was very quick-witted and often told the
story of earning the “Most Sarcastic” superlative in high school. 
Pickle met Mike Meffert after moving to Ocala to attend the College of Central
Florida. Pickle and Mike married on March 7, 1975, and they went on to
welcome four children. Pickle later remarked that she wished that she had a
career early on in life, but actually, her career was her children. No truer words
could be spoken. 
Although Pickle got her nickname as a baby for not smiling and being “sour
like a dill pickle”, she smiled from ear to ear when talking about her children.
Pickle was a mother first and devoted to her kids. She could often be seen
driving around Ocala in her orange and blue Gator van, shuffling kids to every



sports practice or game under the sun. She was always the homeroom mom,
the team mom, and the cheerleading sponsor. For years, she ran the Scott
Carrigan baseball concession stand, making for countless dinners of nachos
and hotdogs for her family. She took great joy in following her kids in sports
and was undeniably the loudest person cheering in the stands. Having four
children at home, Pickle often opened her home to all of their friends, treating
them as her own. 
Pickle was an avid reader, with a love of true crime stories and suspense
thrillers. She would often soak in the bathtub for hours, even refilling the tub,
reading and relaxing. We figured she needed a break from the chaos that
would ensue with a house full of kids, and her relaxation was well-deserved! 
After Mike’s untimely passing in 1996, Pickle served students at Forest High
School in a non-instructional role before taking a position at the Marion
County Clerk of Court as a Records Clerk. Pickle enjoyed helping and serving
her community until her retirement in 2020. 
Pickle loved to share stories of her childhood or history, often recounting even
the smallest details. She definitely had a gift and could talk for hours. This is
how those who love her will remember her. 
In the last few years, Pickle suffered from advanced Alzheimer’s disease. The
disease stole her voice, her stories, and her memories, but they live on
through her family and dear friends who loved her so. 
Pickle was an amazing woman, genuine and generous to a fault. Her greatest
pride was watching her children grow and succeed in life. She leaves behind a
legacy of care, of showing up, and being present for those you love no matter
the circumstance. 
The family will be holding a private ceremony to honor Pickle’s memory at a
later date. In lieu of flowers, please consider making a donation to the non-
profit organization, Death with Dignity. This organization is a national leader in
end-of-life advocacy and policy reform. Their mission is to improve how
people with terminal illnesses die. Visit www.deathwithdignity.org to learn
more.
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Deborah Pattillo - August 26, 2024 at 06:35 PM

Pickle was soooo much fun. Her stories made you laugh and laugh
again when remembering them later. She was a sweet person who
loved her children. She will be missed. Deb Pattillo

Linda Medley - August 15, 2024 at 03:39 PM

I have many fond memories of Pickle from our Crystal River High
School days. I never saw her without a smile on her face and what
an adorable smile it was! I know her family will miss her and are
fortunate to have such sweet and precious memories to remind
them of better times. Rest peacefully sweet friend 🧡 Linda Medley

Cibdy Bryant Staszak - August 15, 2024 at 08:42 AM

Pickle , we had so many good times at CRHS ! I will always
remember all the fun times and so often eating at your dad’s
restaurant or my D’s restaurant. 
You were always so sweet to everyone and even after high school
we stayed in touched for many years. 
Go rest in peace my friend . Love Cindy Bryant Staszak

Sonja M. - August 11, 2024 at 06:52 PM

Sonja M. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Gilmary "Pickle"
Stoney Meffert.
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hannah young - August 08, 2024 at 01:48 PM

Pickle, you were so loved by so many people and a great mother.
My dad “Todd” was so lucky to have such a great woman in his life.
I’ll never forget the summers as a little girl going to Florida to visit
you, drinking my virgin strawberry daiquiri’s with you, and going to
dinner with you and All my aunts and uncles. We love and will miss
you. - Hannah Young

Barbara Lulenski - August 08, 2024 at 12:42 PM

I never met Mrs. Meffert, but I know she did an amazing job of
raising her children. Jordan is a caring, loving and generous person.
Jordan I am sorry for your lost. I know you will be sharing her stories
for the rest of your life. Your family is in my thoughts and prayers.

Teri Strynkowski - August 08, 2024 at 11:21 AM

Dear, dear Pickle…how we will miss you. I so cherish those weekly
Friday nights with our ‘trio’, eating LaBella’s wings and swapping
stories. Yours were always the best, those entertaining childhood
days of yours in Crystal River. You did such a great job raising 4
fabulous children; that is your wonderful legacy. I am relieved for
you that you are free now. May you Rest In Peace in the arms of the
Lord. Love you always. Teri S



Michelle Berk VanDeursen - August 08, 2024 at 10:21 AM

Wow, what a life! Your mom was incredible
and loved you all so. How lucky you were to
have such an amazing mom, and in turn, she
was so lucky to have such wonderful, caring
children. That’s a beautifully written tribute to
your mom. Sending love to all of you. 
 
Michelle


